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Conversation with Matt Stanton

Embracing creativity

• We need creatively confident kids to engage the challenges in our world - we need to inspire creative 
confidence in themselves 

• By developing a love of reading from when kids are babies, books have a unique opportunity in starting the 
journey to creativity - you have to activate your imagination in a different way to when you engage in other mediums 

• Imagination is the first step to creativity -- if you can imagine something that doesn’t exist, the next step is 
then to create something that doesn’t exist 

• Fear of failure is a killer for creativity - the more academic pressure kids have to succeed and fear of “getting 
it wrong”, the less creative freedom they seem to have. 

Creativity in schools

• Kids seem to be losing their creative confidence the older they get. And why do we tend to carry this into 
adulthood? The younger the student, the more likely they are to  be responsive and share ideas when you 
throw out a story starter. 

• Visiting a range of schools -- from very affluent to those from lower socio-economic backgrounds -- there was 
an observation that in affluent private schools where there tends to be a strong focus on high academic 
standards and exam pressure, it’s harder to draw out their creativity. In lower socio-economic areas and 
schools, there is more freedom in creativity, and, although the classroom can be harder to manage, the kids 
share creative ideas much more readily.

How to facilitate creative freedom & give learners creative space

• Create an open-ended, open age, open schedule approach to content and activities

• Invite students into “studio” experience each day and create content that is interest-based (not curriculum based)

• Great opportunity to use this online space and moment in time for learners to learn from practitioners and 
currently doing the things they are interested in e.g. workshop on writers’ block while as a writer I’m 
experiencing this myself, or story structure as I’m writing a new story structure  

Creativity in the home: 

• Enjoy the time, make it playful and take advantage of this moment to engage kids in your passions or 
activities in a way that can inspire -- no need to follow fixed schedules and worksheets 

• For example, use gardening as an opportunity to talk about archaeology, or adapt their interests into new 
creative projects e.g recreating a scene from their favourite film 

• Important to connect with other parents in the space and share ideas

• Try to maximise outdoor time, whether you have a garden, balcony or even by sitting near an open window 
in the sunshine to maximise fresh air 

• Enable kids to connect with their friends via FaceTime etc to stay connected and engage in shared projects 


