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Conversation with Prof. Yong Zhao

For school leaders:

• Recognise that the journey of the last few weeks was very unsettling for kids – there was little/no gap between 
being at school face-to-face and being online. We should not pretend that everything is normal. It is not. So don’t 
worry about trying to replicate ‘normal’ online.

• Rethink how we teach and how we learn: hold meetings of parents, teachers, students – the whole community and 
open up this topic in genuine ways – thinking of things that would make schools more innovative & engaging

• Get rid of deficit thinking – don’t look at the current context of being online as if it is less than face to face. Ask 
different questions: what does remote learning afford us?

For the wider community

• Shatter the myth that learning has to be about face-to-face.

• Understand that missing a few months is not going to cause long term hardship.

• Our curriculum is manufactured in the first place, it should not dominate.

For education policy leaders:

• Start a system or nationwide dialogue about what education is really about: what was the function of schools as 
they were?

• Separate out those aspects of a school that are not central to learning: e.g. the role of schools as ‘babysitters’; 
providing free meals to those in need; operating a health clinic. How else might they be handled?

 For teachers:

• Reflect: do we absolutely have to teach everything we think we should be teaching? What’s the essential part? 
There was too much in the curriculum.

• Consider focusing everything around entrepreneur driven work e.g. kids collectively create a product: create a 
documentary film about your family history - lots of skills: writing, scripting, editing, researching, collaborating; 
teachers as facilitators, coaches

 For politicians:

• Consider the real savings with no national testing – there will be real economic savings with no national testing.

• Look at existing alternative pathways into college/university – strengthen those Where could the money go instead?

• Recognise that kids will be fine if we didn’t assess.

 Encouragement for parents

• Make sure kids are not judged by how well they do with school work.

• Use this time to understand your children better; grow family relationships; learn to live together

• Be less anxious about school; know your children as children, not as students of a school

• Family-focused remote learning where “nothing is taught, but a lot is learned”


